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Ancient Greek athletics offer us a clear window on many important aspects of ancient culture, some of which
have distinct parallels with modern sports and their place in our society. Ancient athletics were closely
connected with religion, the formation of young men and women in their gender roles, and the construction
of sexuality. Eros was, from one perspective, a major god of the gymnasium where homoerotic liaisons
reinforced the traditional hierarchies of Greek culture. But Eros in the athletic sphere was also a symbol of
life-affirming friendship and even of political freedom in the face of tyranny. Greek athletic culture was not
so much a field of dreams as a field of desire, where fervent competition for honor was balanced by
cooperation for common social goals.

Eros and Greek Athletics is the first in-depth study of Greek body culture as manifest in its athletics,
sexuality, and gender formation. In this comprehensive overview, Thomas F. Scanlon explores when and
how athletics was linked with religion, upbringing, gender, sexuality, and social values in an evolution from
Homer until the Roman period. Scanlon shows that males and females made different uses of the same
contests, that pederasty and athletic nudity were fostered by an athletic revolution beginning in the late
seventh century B.C., and that public athletic festivals may be seen as quasi-dramatic performances of the
human tension between desire and death. Accessibly written and full of insights that will challenge long-held
assumptions about ancient sport, Eros and Greek Athletics will appeal to readers interested in ancient and
modern sports, religion, sexuality, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Guzman:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Eros and Greek Athletics. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Eros and Greek
Athletics. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's study.

Dan Villanueva:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is you
don't know which you should start with. This Eros and Greek Athletics is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Starr Place:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Eros and Greek Athletics book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Eros and Greek
Athletics content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Eros and Greek Athletics is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Anthony Wilson:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Eros and Greek Athletics can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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