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William E. Nelson here proposes a new beginning in the study of colonia legal history. Examining all
archival legal material for the period 1607-1776 and synthesizing existing scholarship in afour-volume
series, The Common Law in Colonial America shows how the legal systems of Britain's thirteen North
American colonies--initially established in response to divergent political, economic, and religious
initiatives--slowly converged into a common American legal order that differed substantially from English
common law.

Drawing on groundbreaking and overwhelmingly in-depth research into local court records and statutes, the
first volume explores how the law of the Chesapeake colonies--Virginia and Maryland--diverged sharply
from the New England colonies--Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, New Haven, Plymouth, and Rhode
Island--and traces the roots of these dissimilarities from their initial settlement until approximately 1660.
Nelson pointedly examines the disparate motives of the legal systems in the respective colonies as they dealt
with religion, price and labor regulations, crimes, public morals, the status of women, and the enforcement of
contractual obligations. He reveals how Virginians zeal for profit led to a harsh legal framework that
efficiently squeezed payment out of debtors and labor out of servants; whereas the laws of Massachusetts
were primarily concerned with the preservation of local autonomy and the moral values of family-centered
farming communities. The law in the other New England colonies, Nelson argues, gravitated towards the
Massachusetts model, while Maryland's law, gravitated toward that of Virginia.

Comprehensive, authoritative, and extensively researched, The Common Law in Colonial America, Volume
1: The Chesapeake and New England, 1607-1660 is the definitive resource on the beginnings of the common
law and its evolution during this vibrant erain Americas history. William E. Nelson here proposes a new
beginning in the study of colonial legal history.
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From reader reviews:
Danny Chamberland:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new data.
When you read areserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1: The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660, you are able to
tellsyour family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a book.

James Atkinson:

The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1. The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We al recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Common Law in Colonial America, Val. 1. The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 yet
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial pondering.

Peter Singleton:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Common Law in Colonial
America, Vol. 1: The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 is simple to bring you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actua printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Richard Harden:

This The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1: The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 is brand
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1: The Chesapeake and New
England 1607-1660 can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the
e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book isthe



answer. So thereisno in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So, don't misstheideal Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.
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