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In The Myth of Persecution, Candida Moss, a leading expert on early Christianity, reveals how the early
church exaggerated, invented, and forged stories of Christian martyrs and how the dangerous legacy of a
martyrdom complex is employed today to silence dissent and galvanize a new generation of culture warriors.

According to cherished church tradition and popular belief, before the Emperor Constantine made
Christianity legal in the fourth century, early Christians were systematically persecuted by a brutal Roman
Empire intent on their destruction. As the story goes, vast numbers of believers were thrown to the lions,
tortured, or burned alive because they refused to renounce Christ. These saints, Christianity's inspirational
heroes, are still venerated today.

Moss, however, exposes that the "Age of Martyrs" is a fiction—there was no sustained 300-year-long effort
by the Romans to persecute Christians. Instead, these stories were pious exaggerations; highly stylized
rewritings of Jewish, Greek, and Roman noble death traditions; and even forgeries designed to marginalize
heretics, inspire the faithful, and fund churches.

The traditional story of persecution is still taught in Sunday school classes, celebrated in sermons, and
employed by church leaders, politicians, and media pundits who insist that Christians were—and always will
be—persecuted by a hostile, secular world. While violence against Christians does occur in select parts of
the world today, the rhetoric of persecution is both misleading and rooted in an inaccurate history of the early
church. Moss urges modern Christians to abandon the conspiratorial assumption that the world is out to get
Christians and, rather, embrace the consolation, moral instruction, and spiritual guidance that these
martyrdom stories provide.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

Here thing why this kind of The Myth of Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a Story of Martyrdom
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Myth of Persecution: How Early Christians
Invented a Story of Martyrdom giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Myth of Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a
Story of Martyrdom. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of The Myth of Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a
Story of Martyrdom in e-book can be your alternative.

Marjorie Batchelder:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. The Myth of Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a
Story of Martyrdom can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short
time problems.

John Oliver:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The The Myth of Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a Story of Martyrdom provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Mary Peterson:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Myth of Persecution: How Early
Christians Invented a Story of Martyrdom can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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