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How did a nation so famously associated with freedom become internationally identified with imprisonment?
After the scandals of Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay, and in the midst of a dramatically escalating prison
population, the question is particularly urgent. In thistimely, provocative study, Caleb Smith argues that the
dehumanization inherent in captivity has always been at the heart of American civil society.

Exploring lega, palitical, and literary texts—including the works of Dickinson, Méelville, and
Emerson—Smith shows how alienation and self-reliance, social death and spiritual rebirth, torture and
penitence came together in the prison, a scene for the portrayal of both gothic nightmares and romantic
dreams. Demonstrating how the “cellular soul” has endured since the antebellum age, The Prison and the
American Imagination offers a passionate and haunting critique of the very idea of solitude in American life.
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From reader reviews:
Antoinette Hogg:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This The Prison and the American Imagination (Y ale Studiesin English) book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer associated with The Prison and the American Imagination (Y ale Studies in English) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking The Prison and the American
Imagination (Y ale Studies in English) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Rosa Reid:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Prison and the American Imagination (Y ale Studies in English), you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
apublication.

Armando M cFarland:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Prison and the American
Imagination (Y ale Studiesin English) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Danny Jar osz:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The Prison and the American Imagination (Y ae Studies in English) this



reserve consist alot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable al of you.
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