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Seminar paper from the year 1998 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2, Johannes
Gutenberg University Mainz (FB05 Englisches Seminar), course: The City in American Literature and
Culture, language: English, abstract: This paper will be concerned with the possible ways of construction of
identity or the loss of identity – particularly the African American identity – in the modern metropolis as it is
described in August Wilson’s play Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom. Which ways to construct a proper identity
present themselves to the characters in the play and what will happen when they fail to acknowledge and
accept these ways? In this regard, I will examine the relevance of music, society, and Christian religion.

Chapter Two will show that it is essential for the understanding of the alienation of the individual, in this
case specifically the alienation of the African American musician, to take into consideration the differences
between rural South and urban North and the different kinds of music connected to them. From the contrast
of South and North, i.e. rural and urban springs the conflict between the old, down-home blues and the new,
urban blues, which will later become swing or jazz respectively. The chapter will further address the
question which impact this conflict will have on the life scripts of the individual characters. Moreover, the
connection between the musician, his instrument, and the music will be examined and explained.
Chapter Three will explore the various facets of alienation and their respective sources in more detail.
Moreover, it will identify and further illuminate possible ways of forming identity and which processes
endanger and impede the formation of identity. Therefore, it is first necessary to diagnose how Wilson and
his characters’ actions describe the urban environment. Do these actions benefit or harm the formation of
identity or do they promote alienation? Can music, religion, or ancestral awareness help the city-dwelling
individual to arrive at a full-rounded ontological definition of selfhood?
Chapter Four will summarise the findings of the previous chapters and evaluate them with regard to the
questions raised in this introduction.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Wheeler:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom
book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer involving African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black
Bottom content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking African
American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Stephanie Bush:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular African American Identity in the City
in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Natalia Burton:

Exactly why? Because this African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black
Bottom is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Sheila Whitley:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This African American Identity
in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom is simple bringing you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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