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In this provocative and timely collection of essays--five published for the first time--one of the most
important ethnohistorians writing today, James Axtell, explores the key role of imagination both in our
perception of strangers and in the writing of history. Coinciding with the 500th anniversary of Columbus's
"discovery" of America, this collection covers a wide range of topics dealing with American history. Three
essays view the invasion of North America from the perspective of the Indians, whose land it was. The very
first meetings, he finds, were nearly always peaceful. Other essays describe native encounters with colonial
traders--creating "the first consumer revolution"--and Jesuit missionaries in Canada and Mexico. Despite the
tragedy of many of the encounters, Axtell also finds that there was much humor in Indian-European
negotiations over peace, sex, and war. In the final section he conducts searching analyses of how college
textbooks treat the initial century of American history, how America's human face changed from all brown in
1492 to predominantly white and black by 1792, and how we handled moral questions during the
Quincentenary. He concludes with an extensive review of the Quincentenary scholarship--books, films, TV,
and museum exhibits--and suggestions for how we can assimilate what we have learned.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Dyson:

Within other case, little people like to read book Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North America. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some
sort of book Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North America. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Alice Billups:

The guide with title Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North America contains a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jason Howell:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North America provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Valerie Beauchamp:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North
America can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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