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Since the golden era of silent movies stars have been described as screen gods, goddesses and idols. But why
did Hollywood, that most modernity industry, first look back to antiquity as it built its stars? This book
presents a unique insight into the origins of screen stardom in the 1910s and 20s to explore how the myth and
iconography of ancient Greece and Rome was deployed to create modern Apollo and Venuses of the screen.
Drawing from extensive research into studio production files, fan-magazines and the popular reception of
stars in America and Britain, this study explores how the sculptural gods of the past enabled the flickering
shadows on the screen to seem more present and alive. Classicism permitted films to encode different
sexualities for their audience, and present stars who embodied traditions of the Grand Tour for a post-war
context where the ruins of past civilisations had become strangely resonant. The book presents detailed
discussion of leading players such as Ramon Novarro, Greta Garbo and Rudolph Valentino, and major films
such as Ben-Hur and Flesh and the Devil to show how classicism enabled star discourse to transform actors
into icons. This is the story of how Olympus moved to Hollywood to divinise stars as icons for a modern age
and defined a model of stardom that is still with us today.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Film Stardom, Myth and Classicism: The Rise of Hollywood's Gods.

Pablo Cowart:

Beside this particular Film Stardom, Myth and Classicism: The Rise of Hollywood's Gods in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Film Stardom, Myth and Classicism: The Rise of Hollywood's
Gods because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Marie Miles:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Film Stardom, Myth and Classicism: The Rise of Hollywood's Gods.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Michael Robinson:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Film Stardom, Myth and
Classicism: The Rise of Hollywood's Gods to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Film Stardom, Myth and Classicism: The Rise
of Hollywood's Gods can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of this time.
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