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Anyone who has paid the entry fee to visit Shakespeare's Birthplace on Henley Street in Stratford-upon-
Avon—and there are some 700,000 a year who do so—might be forgiven for taking the authenticity of the
building for granted. The house, as the official guidebooks state, was purchased by Shakespeare's father,
John Shakespeare, in two stages in 1556 and 1575, and William was born and brought up there. The street
itself might have changed through the centuries—it is now largely populated by gift and tea shops—but it is
easy to imagine little Will playing in the garden of this ancient structure, sitting in the inglenook in the
kitchen, or reaching up to turn the Gothic handles on the weathered doors.

In Shakespeare's Shrine Julia Thomas reveals just how fully the Birthplace that we visit today is a creation of
the nineteenth century. Two hundred years after Shakespeare's death, the run-down house on Henley Street
was home to a butcher shop and a pub. Saved from the threat of an ignominious sale to P. T. Barnum, it was
purchased for the English nation in 1847 and given the picturesque half-timbered façade first seen in a
fanciful 1769 engraving of the building. A perfect confluence of nationalism, nostalgia, and the easy access
afforded by rail travel turned the house in which the Bard first drew breath into a major tourist attraction, one
artifact in a sea of Shakespeare handkerchiefs, eggcups, and door-knockers.

It was clear to Victorians on pilgrimage to Stratford just who Shakespeare was, how he lived, and to whom
he belonged, Thomas writes, and the answers were inseparable from Victorian notions of class, domesticity,
and national identity. In Shakespeare's Shrine she has written a richly documented and witty account of how
both the Bard and the Warwickshire market town of his birth were turned into enduring symbols of British
heritage—and of just how closely contemporary visitors to Stratford are following in the footsteps of their
Victorian predecessors.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Shakespeare's Shrine: The Bard's
Birthplace and the Invention of Stratford-upon-Avon (Haney Foundation Series) book as nice and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Matthew German:

This Shakespeare's Shrine: The Bard's Birthplace and the Invention of Stratford-upon-Avon (Haney
Foundation Series) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Shakespeare's Shrine: The Bard's Birthplace and the Invention of Stratford-upon-Avon
(Haney Foundation Series) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Shakespeare's Shrine: The Bard's Birthplace and the
Invention of Stratford-upon-Avon (Haney Foundation Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Craig Duran:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Shakespeare's Shrine: The
Bard's Birthplace and the Invention of Stratford-upon-Avon (Haney Foundation Series), you could enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Roberta Lawrence:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Shakespeare's Shrine: The
Bard's Birthplace and the Invention of Stratford-upon-Avon (Haney Foundation Series) or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more



and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes
Shakespeare's Shrine: The Bard's Birthplace and the Invention of Stratford-upon-Avon (Haney Foundation
Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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