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Between 1848 and 1865 white southerners felt the grounds of nationhood shift beneath their feet. The
conflict over slavery that led to the Civil War forced them to confront the difficult problems of nationalism.
What made a nation a nation? Could an individual or a group change nationality at will? What were the
rights and responsibilities of national citizenship? Why should nations exist at all?

As they contemplated these questions, white southerners drew on their long experience as Americans and
their knowledge of nationalism in the wider world. This was true of not just the radical secessionists who
shattered the Union in 1861, but also of the moderate majority who struggled to balance their southern and
American loyalties. As they pondered the changing significance of the Fourth of July, as they fused ideals of
masculinity and femininity with national identity, they revealed the shifting meanings of nationalism and
citizenship. Southerners also looked across the Atlantic, comparing southern separatism with movements in
Hungary and Ireland, and applying the European model of romantic nationalism first to the United States and
later to the Confederacy.

In the turmoil of war, the Confederacy's national government imposed new, stringent obligations of
citizenship, while the shared experience of suffering united many Confederates in a sacred national
community of sacrifice. For Unionists, die-hard Confederates, and the large majority torn between the two,
nationalism became an increasingly pressing problem. In Shifting Grounds Paul Quigley brilliantly
reinterprets southern conceptions of allegiance, identity, and citizenship within the contexts of antebellum
American national identity and the transatlantic "Age of Nationalism," shedding new light on the ideas and
motivations behind America's greatest conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Branch:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Joyce Cassady:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and
the American South, 1848-1865 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you may pick Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-
1865 become your own personal starter.

Benjamin Manno:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American
South, 1848-1865 can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865.

Robin Castillo:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Shifting Grounds: Nationalism
and the American South, 1848-1865 or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside



science e-book, any other book likes Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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