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When Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring premiered in Paris in 1913, the crowd rioted in response to the harsh
dissonance and jarring rhythms of its score. This was noise, not music. In Sublime Noise, Josh Epstein
examines the significance of noise in modernist music and literature. How—and why—did composers and
writers incorporate the noises of modern industry, warfare, and big-city life into their work?

Epstein argues that, as the creative class engaged with the racket of cityscapes and new media, they
reconsidered not just the aesthetic of music but also its cultural effects. Noise, after all, is more than a sonic
category: it is a cultural value judgment—a way of abating and categorizing the sounds of a social space or
of new music. Pulled into dialogue with modern music’s innovative rhythms, noise signaled the breakdown
of art’s autonomy from social life—even the "old favorites" of Beethoven and Wagner took on new cultural
meanings when circulated in noisy modern contexts. The use of noise also opened up the closed space of art
to the pressures of publicity and technological mediation.

Building both on literary cultural studies and work in the "new musicology," Sublime Noise examines the
rich material relationship that exists between music and literature. Through close readings of modernist
authors, including James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, Edith Sitwell, E. M. Forster, and Ezra Pound, and composers,
including George Antheil, William Walton, Erik Satie, and Benjamin Britten, Epstein offers a radically
contemporary account of musical-literary interactions that goes well beyond pure formalism. This book will
be of interest to scholars of Anglophone literary modernism and to musicologists interested in how music
was given new literary and cultural meaning during that complex interdisciplinary period.
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism). Try to make book
Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

William Roger:

The book Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like open and read a guide Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Veronica Shriner:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Sublime
Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Henrietta Belcher:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Sublime Noise
(Hopkins Studies in Modernism), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.
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